
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27th October 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope that you have all been able to enjoy some quality time with your families 

over the half term break. Before I let you know about the alterations to our 

procedures, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new children 

and their families starting at Barrow Hills for the next half term - I know that you 

will be made to feel most welcome and will be helped by the whole community to 

settle in. 

 

With the completion of the first half of term, the school's management team 

have been able to further review our Guidelines and Procedures. I will provide 

some highlights below, but would like to signpost you to our updated 

documents, which are on our website, via this link. 
 

The major change that we are implementing is to reduce the exposure of certain 

members of our specialist subject staff across our designated bubbles of 

children. This will mean that your children will have designated teachers 

assigned to them for P.E./games, music, languages, DT and art and, in certain 

circumstances, other subjects. There will be some inevitable compromises in 

doing this, but it is hoped that with these additional modifications we will 

maximise the possibility of keeping all children and staff in school. 

 

Pre-Prep 

In addition to the Covid situation, it is with great sadness that I have to inform 

you that Mrs Miles is taking compassionate leave, for family reasons. We are 

unable, at present, to be more specific on timescales, but we have taken the 

decision to plan to be without her until at least Christmas so that we can provide 

the best possible continuity in staffing for the children. 

 

● The Year 2 class and Reception class will continue with their usual 

members of staff. 

● Mrs Crisell will move back into Year 1 and Mrs Ferris will continue as the 

Year 1 teaching assistant. 

● Mr Hatcher is the designated member of P.E./games staff for the 

Pre-Prep. He will also help out with Forest School lessons, IT teaching 

and supporting the Nursery/Kindy classes.  

 

https://www.barrowhills.org/return-to-school/
https://www.barrowhills.org/return-to-school/


 

● Mrs Hardy and Mrs Newman will continue to teach music and French 

respectively. Mrs Hardy will also take the Larks choir.  

● Mrs Coopper will move back into Kindy, on a Thursday, instead of 

supporting Year 1. 

In addition to Mrs Coopper's return, the Nursery and Kindy rooms will continue 

to be staffed by Miss John, Mrs Hostler and Mrs Wilson-Balchin and they will be 

joined by our two new members of staff, Mrs Triska and Miss Wright. Mr 

Hatcher, as mentioned earlier, will be another addition to the team and, with Mrs 

Oldroyd also helping out in this bubble, we are very well appointed to continue 

to give an outstanding experience to our growing numbers of children in Early 

Years. 

Prep: 

Years 3 and 4 

This bubble will be staffed by their class teachers (Mrs Harris, Mrs Wallace and 

Mrs Peek). They will be ably assisted by Miss Gartland and Mr Clarke, who will 

also be the dedicated P.E./games staff for Years 3 and 4.  

 

Additionally: 

● Mrs Brown will continue as the teaching assistant for this bubble. 

● Mrs Peek will take on the French classes because Mrs Burnett will move 

into the Years 5 to 8 bubbles. 

● Mrs Hardy will take all the music for these year groups. 

● All lessons, including science, R.E. and geography, will be taken by the 

Years 3 and 4 staff bubble. 

 

Years 5 to 8 

These year groups will continue to have the majority of their usual specialist 

teachers. Please note the key changes below: 

● Mrs Goedkoop will take Year 5 English instead of Mrs Harris. 

● Mrs Burnett and Mr Conway will be the P.E./games specialists with Mr 

Conway also leading D.T. 

● Mr Fraser and Miss Hopkirk will be the music specialists, including taking 

the choirs. 

 

General (Further details are in the full Guidance and Procedures document) 

● I would like to remind you of the need to minimise equipment being 

brought into school. In essence, it should be essential items only and 

only one school bag where possible. 

● Please use the google form for signing children up for staying at school 

beyond their usual published end of day times. 

● School Uniform days. For Years 3 and 4 this will now be a Friday. For 

Years 5 and 6 this will now be a Tuesday. Years 7 and 8 remain on a 

Thursday. 

● For these days, children should return in winter uniform, the full list can 

be found on the website https://www.barrowhills.org/school-life/uniform 

● Clothing - please bear in mind that with the onset of winter weather and 

the need for us to keep the classrooms well ventilated, children should 

be sent in to school with their sports hoodies and tracksuit 
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bottoms/leggings on P.E./games days or jumpers and cardigans on 

school uniform days. 

● Covid Tests - please remember that before a child can return to school 

following a period of isolation, there needs to be a conversation with Mr 

Shreeve or Mrs Barraud and evidence of a negative test provided. 

Please also refer to the ‘What if’ document, which we have put on the 

website. 

● The school’s most up to date guidelines will always be on the website 

which may be accessed using the same link as provided at the 

beginning of this message. 

 

And finally... 

A big thank you to the team of parents who built the bonfire over half term - it 

looks as good as ever - but we are unable to hold a whole school event and keep 

to our Procedures and Guidelines and risk assessments. However, we are 

planning to arrange something for all age groups and I am sure that the children 

will all enjoy themselves even though it won't be on the scale that we are used 

to and won't involve fireworks. More details will follow. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you all next week. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Philip Oldroyd 

Head 

 


